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Message from President Brad Senter 
 

   Shipmates, family members & friends, 
 
It seems like we were just in San Antonio and now headed to Charleston. For those who 
have never been to Charleston, you’re in for a real treat. The straw market, historical 
homes and of course Yorktown. It’s been a good year for your association as for new 
members, but the taps list is growing longer and longer almost everyday. For a long time 
it was mostly CV-3 shipmates, unfortunately now it’s mostly CVA/CV-60 shipmates. We’re 
all getting old pretty fast now, but like my old pappy would say, “Live each day as if it’s 
your last”. See you in Charleston  
 

  
USS SARATOGA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

 

On behalf of the Scholarship Committee we are extremely pleased to announce that we 
have completed our second year of managing the program timeline and have completed 
all evaluations.  The applications received exhibited highly competitive criteria and con-
tained very well-expressed essays. We are excited to announce the winners of the USS 
Saratoga Scholarship for 2019 are:  

Hallie Kern, Grace Sweetak, Brendan Gill and Victoria Corriveau 
We elected to award 4 scholarship this year due to the extreme generosity of our ship-
mates’ contributions.  We want to express our deepest gratitude to each and every per-
son who has made a donation to the Scholarship fund. THANK YOU. Please know that 
should you wish to donate to the Scholarship fund, which is a completely separate ac-
count from the Association’s general account, you can make a tax-deductible donation by 
writing a check made payable to: 

USS Saratoga Reunion Association Scholarship Fund 
USS Saratoga Association 

447 Land ‘Or Drive 
Ruther Glen, VA 22546 

Remember, our children are our future.  
Take care Shipmates - Stephen Katz 
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Charleston Beckons…  
Within this newsletter are the forms and information needed to reserve your spot for what may very well be an 
unforgettable reunion. As has been said many times, this year we are following a different schedule. We will gath-
er on Thursday and have tours on Friday and Saturday. The business meeting, ladies’ luncheon and banquet will 
be on Sunday. Yes it’s different along with some other key differences: (1) Welcome dinner: New this year on 
Thursday night after a day of traveling, relax with your shipmates at a special dinner featuring 2 “low-country” 
recipes with a super casual, “come as you are” welcome dinner. Hey, you have to eat anyway, so save some steps 
and dine among friends. (2) Sunday morning devotional service: Our Chaplain, Lee Martin will be leading a non-
denominational service at 0800 in the business meeting room. We encourage you to consider this moment of 
peace as a fantastic way to clear your head start the day. (3) Free Breakfast Buffett: this is not exactly ‘new’, but it 
is a welcomed savings for registered attendees. (4) There are 2-phase tour options for both the City Tour on Friday 
and the Patriot’s Point Tour on Saturday that includes a boat excursion experience that will get you back on the 
water.  (5) Tons of local shopping. We happen to be located across the road from the Tanger Outlet Mall. Also, 
within a short drive from the hotel is Riverfront Park located in the former Charleston Naval Base. If you go there 
on your own be sure to check out the “Lone Sailor” statue. 
A lot of people have been working on this reunion to make it memorable - it is the Association’s sincere hope we 
set a record for attendance and give our shipmates an experience to remember.  

See YOU in Charleston! 

Chaplain’s Corner 
All of us, I am sure, can go back into our memories of enjoyable happenings and recall a time when we found our-
selves looking into the glow of a crackling fire. As the fire continues to slowly consume the wood, embers appear and 
each gives a beautiful glow. If an ember was removed from it place in the fire, it retained its beautiful appearance. But, 
only for a brief time. Slowly, the ember begins to cool. Its vibrant glow becomes more and more dim. Finally, all of the 
glow and warmth it had while being fed by the fire goes out. Only the burnt out cinder-like remnant remains. 
The image of the ember is a reminder of what the Lord said in Revelation 2:2-5 to the Church in Ephesus: 
 “I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, 
but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. I know you are enduring 
patiently and bearing up for my name’s sake, and you have not grown weary. But I have this against you that you have 
abandoned the love you had at first. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you 
did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.” 
One way to interpret this text is to see the Church in Ephesus (located in modern Turkey) as a church that lost its early 
love for the Lord Jesus.  This was evidenced by the cooling of their fervor in mission. Another consideration is that the 
believing Christians in the church there had grown cold, like a burned out ember, in demonstrating love and compas-
sion towards one another and the works they performed on behalf of those in their geographical community. 
Whatever view one takes on this, it appears that they had lost their early love for the Lord which would bring conse-
quences upon them if they did not repent and return to the Lord and resume doing the works they had done at first. 
In the description of the glowing embers in the fire, the ember retained its glow and gave off it warmth so long as it 
remained connected to its source of energy. Once it was removed, it began to cool and eventually its heat and light 
burned out. 
When does a Christian begin the slow, dimming, cooling journey of spiritual decline? When the individual detaches 
from the Source of one’s spiritual fervor: the Lord Jesus Christ. The loss of that early love for the Lord is like the ember 
detached from its source and then follows the gradual cooling, and dimming of its light and heat until it is burned out. 
Fortunately for the spiritually detached individual whose early love in following Christ has dimmed like a cooling em-
ber, the Lord today is beckoning, and urging the individual to return to Him. By doing so, the person receives for-
giveness, and is re-attached to Christ, the Source of one’s spiritual power, comfort, fervor and love. For the one who 
returns to Christ, Jesus has this encouragement:  
 
“The one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.” (Rev. 2:7). 
 
Amen. 
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USS SARATOGA 2019 REUNION 
Charleston, SC | October 10-14, 2019  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to Charleston 

Rated one of America’s top five most popular cities, Charleston is America’s most beautifully pre-
served architectural and historic treasure, with a rich 300-year history. Described as a “living mu-
seum”, the city boasts beautiful homes, tree lined cobblestone streets, and many formal gardens.  
The USS Saratoga Reunion will provide many opportunities to experience all this historic city has 
to offer. Reunion tours may include an historic Charleston city tour, a harbor cruise, the maritime 
museum at Patriots Point and a cruise to historic Fort Sumter, where the Civil War began. Don’t 
miss this chance to visit the most popular tourist city in the country. 
 

Hotel Information 
The reunion is officially scheduled from Thursday, October 10 through Monday, October 14. You 
will be staying at the AAA Four Diamond boutique style hotel Crowne Plaza Charleston, located at 
4831 Tanger Outlet Blvd., North Charleston, SC 29418.  The hotel is conveniently located across 
from the huge, Tanger Outlet Mall and near several restaurants. The hotel rate is $130 plus tax 
per night and includes a hot breakfast buffet. For those of you who choose to arrive early or 
stay after the reunion ends, the same room rate will be available for three days prior and three 
days after, based on availability.  To reserve your room please call the Crowne Plaza Charleston 
directly at 843-744-4422. (Mon-Fri from 9-4) When calling the hotel, please make sure you tell 
them you are attending the USS Saratoga Reunion, Group Code: SAR.  It is always best to make 
your reservation directly with the hotel and not a central hotel-chain call center. MRP has negotiat-
ed numerous amenities for you that the call centers may not be aware of. Note: only those book-
ing under the reunion group code are eligible for amenities like free breakfast, reduced parking, 
internet, etc. Booking through another channel like Expedia disqualifies you from these amenities. 
 

We anticipate a sell out at the Crowne Plaza so book early. We have arranged overflow rooms at 
the same rate at the Fairfield Inn & Suites next door. If you prefer to stay at the Fairfield call the 
hotel at 843-300-3100. The Fairfield also offers a more limited free breakfast. 
 

Hotel check-in is 4:00 p.m. Please do not expect to get into your room before then.  You may can-
cel your hotel room up to 48 hours prior to arrival without penalty.  The hotel does require a depos-
it or credit card number to guarantee your room reservation. Please note, the hotel reservation cut
-off date is September 10, 2019, thereafter, reservations will be taken on a space-available basis 
only.  
 

Airport Transportation & Parking 
If you are flying to the reunion, the Crowne Plaza Hotel offers complimentary shuttle service from 
the Charleston Airport (CHS).  Upon arrival at the airport, call using the free courtesy phone in the 
baggage claim area.  For those of you driving the hotel offers plenty of free parking. Call the hotel 
for driving directions. 
 

Travel safely and we will …. See YOU in Charleston! 

                                                                                                                                           
                                            Excellence in Military Reunion Planning 
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USS SARATOGA 2019 REUNION EVENTS 

LOW COUNTRY WELCOME DINNER AT THE HOTEL 
Thursday, October 10 AT  7:00 pm 

Join your shipmates for a very casual “Low Country” group Welcome Dinner at the hotel. You have to eat, so c’mon, kick-off  
the reunion in style with your friends and catch up on all the scuttlebutt.  

 

CHARLESTON HISTORIC TOUR & MARKET SQUARE 
Friday, October 11 (9:00am-5:00pm) 

Sit back and enjoy the beauty and charm of one of America’s most historic cities as your guide brings to life the history of this 
300 year old city with stories of the American Revolution and the “War between the States”.  Sights on your tour include 
Rainbow Row, the Four Corners of Law, and many of the 18th and 19th century homes, buildings and churches of Charleston. 
There’ll be time to explore the Charleston City Market & have lunch on your own.  You may opt to stay downtown for dinner 
and return on your own via public bus. 

OPTIONAL ADD-ON: HARBOR SIGHTSEEING CRUISE 
Learn about Charleston’s fascinating history while you cruise the gentle waves of her harbor on our 90-minute, narrated, 
cruise. Highlights include American landmarks, such as Fort Sumter, the aircraft carrier USS Yorktown, Battery Point, Rainbow 
Row, Cooper River Bridge, and other sites from the past and present. Facilities are available on board but the boat is not par-
ticularly accessible with stairs possible, so consider any limitations.  Tour must be purchased with the Charleston tour 
above.         

PATRIOTS POINT WITH LUNCH ON USS YORKTOWN 
                    Saturday, October 12 (9:30am-4:30pm) 
You will spend the day visiting the world’s largest naval and maritime museum. You’ll have time to visit the submarine USS 
Clamagore, and the USS Laffey, along with visits to the Vietnam Support base and the Cold War Memorial. A catered lunch 
will be served on the USS Yorktown.  

       OPTIONAN ADD ON FORT SUMTER CRUISE & TOUR 
 You may opt for this special add-on cruise to historical Ft. Sumter. On April 12, 1861, Fort Sumter was occupied by Union 
troops who refused to vacate the fort as demanded by the Army of the South. Confederate batteries commenced a massive 
bombardment of the Fort and America’s “War between the States” began. The Fort is only accessible by boat and boasts an 
excellent museum containing priceless exhibits. In addition to the visit of Fort Sumter, you will enjoy a narrated tour of the 
Charleston Harbor. The Fort is not very accessible with uneven terrain and many stairs. This tour is only suitable for those 
without any mobility issues as there is a lot of walking to get around.  Note: you must sign up for Patriot’s Point Tour to be 
eligible for this add-on tour.    

FAREWELL BANQUET 
Sunday, October 13 (5:30—10:00 PM) 

Join your friends for your Banquet Dinner at the Hotel. Cocktails will be available from the cash bar followed by dinner at the ho-
tel. Please make your entrée selection on the reservation form. Space may be limited his year at the banquet due to Ballroom size 
constraints and banquet reservations may be limited – BOOK EARLY! 

MRP TOUR CANCELLATION INSURANCE  
Protect yourself from unforeseen expenses caused by illness, injury or any other events that may impact your travel plans. 
MRP Tour Cancellation Insurance allows you to receive a refund of tour and banquet expenses. Note: This does not cover 
hotel cancellations. If you do not purchase cancellation insurance, all tour and banquet monies are non-refundable 6 weeks 
prior to the start of the reunion. 
 

ALL RESERVATIONS ARE DUE BY AUGUST 29, 2019.  
Late reservations will be accepted on a space available basis with a non-refundable $15 per person late fee. Please make a 
copy of your order prior to mailing. Note tour times are subject to change. Should you need additional information call our 
offices Monday through Friday CST at 817-251-3551 or email us at info@MilitaryReunionPlanners.com. Requests for refunds 
must be made in writing and postmarked no later than the reservation due date No refunds will be made after this date un-
less you have purchased Tour Cancellation Insurance. Cancellation Insurance expires at 11:59 pm the day before the reunion 
start date. Please note there is a refund processing fee of $10 per person. Your cancelled check is your receipt as well as 
proof of purchase. For written confirmation of your reservation please send a self-addressed, stamped envelope with your 
cancellation request. A $25 return check fee applies. MRP will not be held liable for failure of vendors to provide contracted 
services or any injuries/accidents that may occur during the reunion.  
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USS SARATOGA REUNION RESERVATION FORM 
Mail this completed form with a check to: MRP, Box 1588, Colleyville, TX 76034 

DATE TIME EVENT COST QTY TOTAL 

  
Reunion Registration Fee (per person ~ non-refundable) $25 pp 

    

Thu 
10/10 

1900 Group Welcome Dinner – select entrée below:       

    Low Country Pecan Chicken with Bourbon Sauce $25 pp     

    Baseball Sirloin with Peppercorn Demi-Glace $25 pp     

Fri 10/11 
0900-
1700 

Charleston City Tour & Historic Market $49 pp     

    Add-On:  Harbor Sightseeing Cruise $22 pp     

Sat 
10/12 

0930-
1630 

Patriots Point with Lunch on Yorktown $69 pp     

    Optional Add-On:  Fort Sumter Cruise & Tour $24 pp     

Sun 
10/13 

Noon
-1400 

Ladies Soup & Sandwich Luncheon $26 pp 
    

Sun 
10/13 

1730 Annual Banquet Dinner – select entrée below:       

    Roasted Petite Tender Filet Mignon $42 pp     

    Blue Crab Topped Flounder with Lemon Sauce $42 pp     

  Non-refundable Late Reservation Fee 
(If registering after August 29, 2019) 

$15 pp 
    

Tour Cancellation Insurance: Protect your $$ 
(Fee is non-refundable) 

$20 pp 
    

TOTAL   >>> PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

NAME (As you want it to appear on badge): ________________________________________________________ 

SPOUSE: _________________________________________GUEST:_____________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________CITY: ___________________ST:_____ ZIP:___________ 

PRIMARY PHONE:____________________EMAIL ADDRESS: _________________________________________ 

EMERGENCY CONTACT: ____________________________PHONE NUMBER:____________________________ 

YEARS SERVED ON-BOARD SARA: 19___ to 19___  DIVISION/SQUADRON (ex. M Division): _______________ 

LIST ANY SPECIAL NEEDS (Dietary, etc.)____________________ WHEELCHAIR LIFT NEEDED: Yes___ No ___ 

FIRST TIME ATTENDEE? ____________  

RESERVATIONS ARE DUE BY AUGUST 29, 2019 
 Reservation money is non-refundable after due date unless Tour Cancellation insurance is purchased above. 

 Insurance holders are eligible for a refund less processing fee until Midnight before the 1st day of the reunion. 

 Insurance ends once the reunion begins – notification in writing/email must be received prior to start of reunion. 

 Late reservations are accepted on a space available basis with a non-refundable $15 per person late fee. 

 Watch for an email confirmation if ordered online and your order will post on the Roster tab as proof of payment. 

 Changes not possible online including cancellations. Email/Mail notice for cancellations required.  

 To register and pay by check please print this form and mail it with a check to: MRP, Box 1588 Colleyville, TX 76034 
 

Call or email MRP if you need to add, cancel or modify your reservation at 817-251-3551  
Or email info@MilitaryReunionPlanners.com. MRP agents are available weekdays from 9-4 CST. Voice Mail is 24/7 

You must leave a voice message to receive a call back. Thank you for using Military Reunion Planners, LLC 


