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The 73rd USS Saratoga Association reunion in Nashville from October 8-12, 2025, brought
together former Saratoga crew members, families, and friends to celebrate our shared history
and commemorate our time aboard the Saratoga. Nashville offered a vibrant backdrop for
several days of camaraderie, remembrance, and connection.

Activities:
« Our reunion began with an opening reception, allowing attendees to reconnect, meet new
members, and share stories about their experiences on the USS Saratoga.

 Guided tours and group outings explored Nashville’s cultural spots, including visits to the
Grand Old Opry, the Country Music Hall of Fame, a fantastic excursion aboard the General
Jackson Riverboat as well as other music venues, and landmarks.

« As usual, our Hospitality Suite was a favorite gathering spot and featured one of the biggest
Silent Auctions ever. Many thanks to Fran Green for once again heading up this effort. The
highlight was a brand-new Gibson Les Paul guitar donated by Ted Sutherland’s son Jon,
that was won by Charlotte Burton. Congrats Charlotte!

« Association members participated in the annual association meeting, discussing
organizational updates and initiatives to support the USS Saratoga community. Details on
next year’s event in San Antonio were discussed and Providence Rhode Island was voted on
as the 2027 venue.

« A poignant memorial service honoring our shipmates who passed in the last year reflecting
on their legacy and contributions was held immediately preceding the banquet.

« For our banquet, Association President Captain Mark Kikta orchestrated the production of
a special 250th Navy Birthday cake that was ceremoniously cut with his personal sword and
shared by all attendees. The event concluded with recognition of the Vietnam era shipmates,
awards, and entertainment.

Throughout the reunion, members shared photographs, memorabilia, and personal anecdotes,
reinforcing the sense of pride and unity within the USS Saratoga Association. The event
provided opportunities for both reflection and celebration, ensuring that the legacy of the USS
Saratoga continues to inspire future generations. The Nashville reunion was a meaningful
occasion that strengthened the ties among Association members and honored the history of the
USS Saratoga.

See you in San Antonio!
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13 October 1775

“Resolved, That a swift sailing vessel, to carry ten carriage guns, and

a proportionable number of swivels, with eighty men, be fitted, with all
possible despatch, for a cruise of three months, and that the commander
be instructed to cruize eastward, for intercepting such transports as may
be laden with warlike stores and other supplies for our enemies, and for
such other purposes as the Congress shall direct.

That a Committee of three be appointed to prepare an estimate of the
expence, and lay the same before the Congress, and to contract with
proper persons to fit out the vessel.

Resolved, that another vessel be fitted out for the same purposes, and that
the said committee report their opinion of a proper vessel, and also an
estimate of the expence.”

For 250 years, the United States Navy has carried its mission across every horizon, guided by
values that have outlasted changing seas and changing times. Honor, Courage, Commitment,
simple words, but lived each day by you, the men and women who stepped forward to serve.
These principles formed the backbone of a force that has protected the nation and the world
since its earliest days, and they continue to shape every sailor who wears the uniform.

You who served aboard the USS Saratoga are part of this enduring legacy. Your work, your
discipline, and your resolve reflect the very best of what the Navy stands for. On flight decks
and in engine rooms, in ready rooms and quiet corridors, service is more than a duty. It is
how you carrying yourself, a standard set high and met.

Across two and a half centuries, the tools of the trade have evolved, but the heart of the Navy
has remained constant. Semper Fortis, always strong, is the lived experience of every sailor
who stood a watch, made the tough call, and upheld the mission with steady hands and a
clear sense of purpose. It is a strength built through shared work, shared sacrifice, and an
unwavering responsibility to something greater.

This anniversary offers a moment to honor the captains who led, the chiefs who steadied the
course, the flight crews who braved the wind and noise, and the countless sailors whose daily
efforts made the extraordinary possible. These lives tell stories in a line that stretches back
250 years and continues forward through every new generation that chooses the sea.

Your service stands as a testament to the Navy’s enduring spirit.
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Honor.
Courage.
Commitment.
Semper Fortis.
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